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( TASTES OF OUR TOWN

By Graziella Vander Baaren

T s part of our commitment in providing yvou with the "happen-
Aings' around town and the best of what Oshawa has to offer, we
felt it was essential to include a restaurant review. Each
month we will try to uncover a new place to eat or perhaps
rediscovgran old favorite. We hope to introduce you not
“only to the restaurants but to the people behind them and
how they fit in to our commubinity.

; I had been hearing quite a bit about this little establish-
ment recently, so I decided it was time to see why the
buzz...

Step back in time with me, if vou will, to 1958, a =
time when people weren't glued to their comput- & g
ers or were 5o prepccupied to even acknowledge
each other. It wouldn't be unusual to go into a
shop or diner and know everyone on a #rst
name basis. Well this 15 exatiy how I felt
when [ stepped through the doors of the
Rainhow Family Restaurant at 82 Simcoe 5t N.

Now run by Loule Givelas, the Rainbow = .
Family Restaurant has maintained the same S5 .=
atmosphere and service that ypu would have .
received when it was originally opened by his g :
family almost 50 years ago. This com- SIEWE L
munity hub has seen regular clients
over the vears from fire and police serv-
ices to GM employees; in fact, there is
even a GMC Breakfast on the menu. And while breakfast is known to be
an extremely popular time for this establishment, they cook up all
kinds of comfort foods like mom used to make (before she became a
working woman!) There are also daily specials that run on a weekly
basis 50 Louie's clients can rely on coming in for their favorites on cer-
tain days of the week.

Louie only had a few minutes to sit and chat between the breakfast and

Louie with the infamous quadruple decker Tree house
sandwich

lunch crowd, and while we did, 1 wasamazed to see people walk in,
say hello and just strike up a cenversation with anyone. Everyone
knew each other on a first name hasis, both staff and other clients
- it was like watching an episode of ‘Cheers’! There was even
mermorabilia on the wall, but instead of sports items they were
old photographs and newspaper clippings. If you were to Scan
the walls you would see photos of Marilyn, James Dean, the
Stooges and other icons of the past, as well as photoes of the staff

and regular customers. Even the music and decor adds to

i the Rainbow Family Restaurant's 50's style diner feel-
i Ing.
i "ﬁ _ As T was presented with breakfast my eves popped
B AW out of my head when [ discovered that all that
etk food was only $5.99. Eight ounces of hand
: ‘g@;: carved Peameal bacon, 3 eggs, home
: o [ »ermm  frics and toast - well there was no
3 . @ way anyone could walk away
E st frvm that feeling hungry! It cer-

tainly gets you through the day,
and maybe that's why Louie goes
through 2500 to 3000 eggs per week.
However, the menu is very extensive and the
AR prices are more than reasonable, as many of yof

" a!mn:j}' know, for you have voted the _Raiﬂbm'-' Family
: Restaurant as one Of Oshawa's best
places to "grab lunch.” The Greater
Oshawa Chamber of Commerce also
honoured the restaurant with
'Business of the Month' for February.
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It's mice to see places like this thrive in our franchise, chain store
driven economy and be recognized for it. It is also evident how pas-
sionate Loule Givelas is about providing our community witlt a
place like home, for it has been home to him all his life - since he
was tall enough to stand at the sink and wash dishes.
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